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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-37 are presented for examination. Claims 1, 29, 30, and 31 are 
independent claims. 

The Information Disclosure Statements filed on December 30, 2004, February 
11 , 2005, February 14, 2005, July 21 , 2005, August 1 9, 2005, September 9, 2005, 
January 13, 2006, February 13, 2006, and February 21, 2007 have been considered by 
the examiner. 

The instant application is a continuation-in-part of PCT/US03/34989, filed 
November 3, 2003. The instant application is also a continuation-in-part of application 
number 10/605,868 filed November 1, 2003, which claims the benefit of provisional 
application number 60/423,161, filed on November 1, 2002. The instant application is 
further a continuation-in-part of application 10/605,870 filed November 2, 2003, which 
also claims the benefit of provisional application number 60/423,161, filed on November 
1, 2002. Said PCT/US03/34989 is a continuation of said application 10/605,868. The 
instant application further claims the benefit of provisional applications 60/571 ,900, 
60,571,706, 60/571,746, 60/571,784, 60/571,745, 60/571,902, and 60/571,750, all filed 
on May 17, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-3, 5, 8-19, 21-26, 29-33, and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Kavanagh, United States Patent Application Publication number 
2004/0054826. 

Regarding claim 1, Kavanagh teaches a media presentation system, 
comprising, (a) a host system for presenting media content, said host system including 
a machine readable medium containing the media content (see Figure 1 and paragraph 
[0029]; " ...directing playback of multimedia clips of DVD"), and (b) an apparatus for 
controlling presentation of the media content by said host system, said apparatus 
comprising, (i) a removable user interface (RUI) (see Figure 1 and paragraph [0022]; "a 
number of keys of keyboard 206 are also visually configurable by the use of plastic 
overlays which specify functions of overlaid keys in the context of the game represented 
by program 302"), (ii) a user input (see Figure 1 and paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 
(FIG. 2) is the primary user input device"), (iii) a controller, said RUI removably attached 
to said controller, said controller (see paragraph [0022]; "a number of keys of keyboard 
206 are also visually configurable by the use of plastic overlays which specify functions 
of overlaid keys in the context of the game represented by program 302") comprising, 
(A) a processor (see paragraph [0015]; "game control unit 103 includes a general 
purpose processor"), (B) a program in machine readable medium executed by said 
processor that interprets machine executable instructions (see paragraph [0030]; 
"Game control unit 103 requires a one-time initialization process in which game control 
unit 103 is configured to emulate remote control signals"), and (iv) a machine readable 
medium having a library of machine executable instructions that are accessible to said 
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program for communicating to said host system, in a protocol of said host system, 
commands relating to presentation of the media content (Device Dependent 
Instructions) (see paragraph [0004]; "memory card device contains both the computer 
instructions defining the behavior of the interactive program and a layout map of an 
associated DVD disk such that the portable computer device can select content of the 
associated DVD disk for presentation to the user"), and (v) a controller-independent 
storage medium (CISM) comprising a machine readable medium containing machine 
executable instructions relating to media presentation (Device Independent 
Instructions), said CISM being a separate component from said controller (see 
paragraph [0004]; "The interactive program is executed by the portable computer device 
from a memory card device", the memory card device is the same as the CISM), (c) 
wherein said program executed by said processor performs a method comprising the 
steps of, (i) in response to actuation of said user input, reading one or more of said 
Device Independent Instructions (see paragraph [0021]; "Game control unit 103 detects 
insertion of memory device 104 into memory card reader 209 and reads code 302 (FIG. 
3) and DVD map 301. CPU 201 (FIG. 2) commences execution of the code supplied on 
memory device 104. During such execution, CPU 201 (i) processes signals received by 
physical manipulation of keyboard 206 by the user", the memory card stores Device 
Independent Instructions), (ii) based on one or more of said read Device Independent 
Instructions, accessing one or more of said Device Dependent Instructions (see 
paragraph [0021]; "Game control unit 103 detects insertion of memory device 104 into 
memory card reader 209 and reads code 302 (FIG. 3) and DVD map 301. CPU 201 
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(FIG. 2) commences execution of the code supplied on memory device 104. During 
such execution, CPU 201 (i) processes signals received by physical manipulation of 
keyboard 206 by the user", the host system itself executes Device Dependent 
Instructions), and (iii) based on said accessed machine executable instructions of said 
library, communicating one or more of said commands to said host system (see 
paragraph [0021]; "provides game play functionality such as timers, random number 
generation and scoring"). 

Regarding claim 2, Kavanagh teaches that the Device Independent Instructions 
are specific to the media content presented by said host system (see paragraph [0020]; 
"This data contains a code 302 (FIG. 3) and a DVD map 301 which are specific to DVD 
106", the code is specific to DVD, but is independent of the device). 

Regarding claim 3, Kavanagh teaches that said controller includes said user 
input (see paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user input device of 
game control unit'). 

Regarding claim 5, Kavanagh teaches that said RUI comprises an overlay for 
placement over said controller, said overlay including thereon printed graphical indicia 
(see paragraph [0022]; "a number of keys of keyboard 206 are also visually configurable 
by the use of plastic overlays which specify functions of overlaid keys in the context of 
the game represented by program 302"). 

Regarding claim 8, Kavanagh teaches that said machine readable medium of 
said CISM contains machine executable instructions for defining actuation zones, and 
wherein said user input is actuated by placement of said user input proximal one of the 
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actuation zones (see paragraph [0004]; "This memory card device contains both the 
computer instructions defining the behavior of the interactive program and a layout map 
of an associated DVD disk such that the portable computer device can select content of 
the associated DVD disk for presentation to the user"). 

Regarding claim 9, Kavanagh teaches that said CISM comprises a cartridge, 
and said controller includes an interface for removably receiving said cartridge for 
reading of said Device Independent Instructions therefrom (see paragraph [0015]; "it 
should be appreciated that other memory devices can be used to provide computer 
instruction for game control unit 103. Illustrative examples include ubiquitous flash 
memory devices such as compact flash cards, smart media cards, memory sticks, 
multimedia cards, secure digital cards, and USB portable memory "drives" as well as 
floppy disks, CDROMs in various sizes and shapes, and wireless and wired network 
connections to other computers" , compact flash cards, smart media cards, and 
multimedia cards are types of cartridge). 

Regarding claim 10, Kavanagh teaches that said CISM further comprises said 
machine readable medium having a library of machine executable instructions (see 
paragraph [0004]; "memory card device contains both the computer instructions defining 
the behavior of the interactive program"). 

Regarding claim 11, Kavanagh teaches that said CISM further includes 
accompanying media content for presenting in conjunction with the presentation of the 
media content by the host system (see paragraph [0004]; "The standard home 
entertainment equipment can be a standard digital video disk (DVD) player and a digital 
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video disk which is authored to include rich audiovisual content for presentation under 
control of the portable computer device"). 

Regarding claim 12, Kavanagh teaches that said controller further includes a 
media presentation component for presenting said accompanying media content (see 
paragraph [0004]; "The standard home entertainment equipment can be a standard 
digital video disk (DVD) player and a digital video disk which is authored to include rich 
audiovisual content for presentation under control of the portable computer device"). 

Regarding claim 13, Kavanagh teaches that said media presentation 
component of said controller comprises a speaker (see paragraph [0004]; "The standard 
home entertainment equipment can be a standard digital video disk (DVD) player and a 
digital video disk which is authored to include rich audiovisual content for presentation 
under control of the portable computer device", in order for audio content to be audible, 
a speaker must inherently be present). 

Regarding claim 14, Kavanagh teaches that said controller further comprises 
said machine readable medium having a library of machine executable instructions (see 
paragraph [0015]; "game control unit 103 includes a general purpose processor for 
executing computer instructions"). 

Regarding claim 15, Kavanagh teaches that said controller comprises an 
interface for removably receiving said machine readable medium having a library of 
machine executable instructions (see paragraph [0004]; "memory card device contains 
both the computer instructions defining the behavior of the interactive program and a 
layout map of an associated DVD disk'). 
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Regarding claim 16, Kavanagh teaches that said host system includes a DVD 
player, and said machine readable medium containing the media content presented by 
said host system comprises a DVD (see paragraph [0014]; "a game control unit 103 
(FIG. 1) uses existing multimedia infrastructure such as a conventional DVD player 101 
for display of multimedia content in accordance with game logic stored on a memory 
device 104"). 

Regarding claim 17, Kavanagh teaches that said user input comprises multiple 
selectable user inputs each corresponding to particular said Device Independent 
Instructions (see paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user input 
device of game control unit 103 and can mimic the main functions of a standard DVD 
remote control and additionally provides application-specific assignable keys as well as 
custom key operation"). 

Regarding claim 18, Kavanagh teaches that, (i) said user input comprises a 
position sensor disposed in electronic communication with said controller, and (ii) said 
user input is actuated by placement of a selector proximal the position sensor (see 
paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user input device of game 
control unit 103 and can mimic the main functions of a standard DVD remote control 
and additionally provides application-specific assignable keys as well as custom key 
operation", a keyboard inherently must sense the position of a key-press to determine 
which key was pressed). 

Regarding claim 19, Kavanagh teaches that said selector comprises a finger 
(see paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user input device of game 
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control unit 103 and can mimic the main functions of a standard DVD remote control 
and additionally provides application-specific assignable keys as well as custom key 
operation", a finger is the primary mode of actuating input on a keyboard). 

Regarding claim 21, Kavanagh teaches that, (i) said position sensor comprises 
a plurality of pressure-sensitive switches, and (ii) said user input is actuated by said 
selector pressing at least one said pressure-sensitive switch (see paragraph [0022]; 
"Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user input device of game control unit 103 and 
can mimic the main functions of a standard DVD remote control and additionally 
provides application-specific assignable keys as well as custom key operation", 
keyboards operate by sensing pressure on a key). 

Regarding claim 22, Kavanagh teaches that, (i) said position sensor has an 
active range, and (ii) said user input is actuated by placement of said selector within 
said active range (see paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user 
input device of game control unit 103 and can mimic the main functions of a standard 
DVD remote control and additionally provides application-specific assignable keys as 
well as custom key operation", the active range on a keyboard device is directly over 
each key). 

Regarding claim 23, Kavanagh teaches that said RUI comprises said user input 
(see paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user input device of game 
control unit 103 and can mimic the main functions of a standard DVD remote control 
and additionally provides application-specific assignable keys as well as custom key 
operation"). 
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Regarding claim 24, Kavanagh teaches that said controller comprises said user 
input (see paragraph [0022]; "Keyboard 206 (FIG. 2) is the primary user input device of 
game control unit 103 and can mimic the main functions of a standard DVD remote 
control and additionally provides application-specific assignable keys as well as custom 
key operation"). 

Regarding claim 25, Kavanagh teaches that, (i) said RUI comprises an overlay 
having graphical indicia representing said user input (ii) said user input is actuated 
through said overlay (see paragraph [0022]; "a number of keys of keyboard 206 are also 
visually configurable by the use of plastic overlays which specify functions of overlaid 
keys in the context of the game represented by program 302"). 

Regarding claim 26, Kavanagh teaches that said user input is actuated through 
said overlay by placement of a selector proximal said graphical indicia (see paragraph 
[0022]; "a number of keys of keyboard 206 are also visually configurable by the use of 
plastic overlays which specify functions of overlaid keys in the context of the game 
represented by program 302"). 

Claim 29 recites a system with substantially the same limitations as the system 
of claim 1. Therefore, claim 29 is rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim 30 recites an apparatus with substantially the same limitations as the 
system of claim 1 . Therefore, claim 30 is rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim 31 recites a media package with substantially the same limitations as the 
system of claim 1. Therefore, claim 31 is rejected under the same rationale. 
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Claim 32 recites a media package with substantially the same limitations as the 
system of claim 16. Therefore, claim 32 is rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim 33 recites a media package with substantially the same limitations as the 
system of claim 5. Therefore, claim 33 is rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim 35-37 recite a media package with substantially the same limitations as 
the system of claim 9. Therefore, claims 35-37 are rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kavanagh (2004/0054826) supra and Yap et al. (hereinafter Yap), United States Patent 
Application Publication number 2003/0023554. 

Regarding claim 4, Kavanagh teaches all the elements of claim 4 except that 
said user input comprises a stylus disposed in electronic communication with said 
controller. However, Yap teaches the use of a stylus as an input device (see paragraph 
[0727]; "sending of information relating to the pressing, moving and releasing of an 
object (typically a finger or stylus) on the touch panel 8 of the reader T '). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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include a stylus as taught by Yap with the invention of Kavanagh to provide additional 
input methods. 

Regarding claim 20, Yap teaches that said selector comprises a stylus separate 
from the controller (see paragraph [0727]; "sending of information relating to the 
pressing, moving and releasing of an object (typically a finger or stylus) on the touch 
panel 8 of the reader 1", the system is capable of having more than one input device, so 
the stylus input system could be separate from the keyboard input system). 

Claims 6, 7, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kavanagh (2004/0054826) supra and Harris et al. (hereinafter Harris), United 
States Patent Application Publication number 2001/0033243. 

Regarding claim 6, Kavanagh teaches all the limitations of claim 6 except that 
said RUI comprises a book. Harris suggests that a "code book" is useful for a user of a 
reprogrammable remote control device (see paragraph [0009]; "Entering identifier codes 
into a remote control can be time consuming and difficult for many users. If the user 
loses the "code book" that comes with the universal remote control they are often times 
left with a useless universal remote control that they are unable to reprogram"). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include a code book as in Harris with a changeable user interface device as in 
Kavanagh for the purpose of showing users the functions of reprogrammed buttons. 
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Regarding claim 7, Harris teaches that, (i) said RUI comprises a book having 
graphical indicia representing actuation zones (see paragraph [0009]; "Entering 
identifier codes into a remote control can be time consuming and difficult for many 
users. If the user loses the "code book" that comes with the universal remote control 
they are often times left with a useless universal remote control that they are unable to 
reprogram"), (ii) said user input comprises a stylus disposed in electronic 
communication with said controller (see paragraph [0060]; "pointing devices such as a 
computer mouse, a jog switch 22, a track ball, a stylus, or a tablet to manipulate a 
pointer on a screen of the electronic system 100'), and (iii) said user input is actuated 
by placement of said stylus proximal one of the actuation zones (see paragraph [0060]; 
"pointing devices such as a computer mouse, a jog switch 22, a track ball, a stylus, or a 
tablet to manipulate a pointer on a screen of the electronic system 100"). 

Claim 34 recites a media package with substantially the same limitations as the 
system of claim 6. Therefore, claim 34 is rejected under the same rationale. 

Claims 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kavanagh (2004/0054826) supra and Bedell et al. (hereinafter Bedell), United 
States Patent number 3,560,964. 

Regarding claim 27, Kavanagh teaches all the limitations of claim 27 except 
that, (i) said RUI comprises a book of overlays having graphical indicia representing 
user input selections, and (ii) said apparatus further comprises a page identification 
sensor disposed in electronic communication with said controller. However, Bedell 
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teaches a multiple page keyboard input overlay device (see column 1 lines 52-55; "The 
selected book is placed on a keyboard, as an overlay, preferably with the keys 
extending through the pages") that has a page identification sensor disposed in 
electronic communication with said controller (see Abstract; "The function of a given key 
is determined both by the book which is in place on the keyboard, and by the page to 
which that book is opened. This is accomplished by an arrangement of switch means 
which senses both the identity of the 20 book and the page to which the book is 
opened'). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the keyboard overlays of Bedell with the removable 
user interface apparatus of Kavanagh to provide alternate methods of input. 

Regarding claim 28, Bedell teaches that said book comprises a page identifier 
(see Abstract; "...an arrangement of switch means which senses both the identity of the 
20 book and the page to which the book is opened'). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Alvesteffer whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1295. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Stephen Alvesteffer 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2173 




